
 
 

 
 
 

 
CITY OF MT. VERNON, ILLINOIS 

Special City Council Meeting 
Friday, January 28, 2022 

 
 
The Mt. Vernon City Council met for a Special City Council Meeting on Friday, January 28, 2022 at 3:00 p.m.  
at City Hall, 1100 Main Street, Council Chamber Room, 2nd Floor, Mt. Vernon, Illinois.   
 
Due to the absence of Mayor John Lewis, Deputy City Clerk Becky Barbour called the meeting to order.  
The first order of business was to appoint a Mayor Pro Tem.  Council Member Mike Young made a motion 
to appoint Council Member Donte Moore as Mayor Pro Tem for today’s meeting.  Second by Council 
Member Ray Botch.  No Opposed. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Donte Moore opened the meeting. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Roll call showed present:  Council Member Ray Botch, Council Member Joe Gliosci, Council Member Donte 
Moore, and Council Member Mike Young.  Absent: Mayor John Lewis. 
 
VISITORS/CITIZENS REQUESTS/ADDRESSES FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 
No comments were heard. 
 
CITY MANAGER 
 
City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel presented a Resolution Designating “Principal Account Authority” for Illinois 
Funds Account.  The account has to have a designated person as Principal Account Authority to enable that 
person to access information regarding the account.  Staff recommendation is to appoint Finance Account #1, 
Chelise Bray as the Principal Account Authority.    
 
Council Member Ray Botch motioned to approve a Resolution Designating “Principal Account Authority” 
for Illinois Funds Account.  Seconded by Council Member Joe Gliosci.  Yeas:  Botch, Gliosci, Moore, and 
Young.  Absent: Lewis  
 
City Manager introduced Finance Director Steve Tate to review the Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Second Quarter 
Budget Review.   Budget worksheets were distributed to Council Members.   
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Finance Director Tate explained that through the eight months of the fiscal year, the City is running about a 3 
million dollar surplus.  Taking out the transfers of 1 million to the Capital Projects Fund and 2 million to the 
Quality of Life Fund, as of 12/31/2021, the City has a Working Fund Balance of 8.3 million.  Actual revenues as 
a percent of budget, the City is running at about 83%.  Actual expenditures as a percent of budget are at 
63-1/2%.  The City originally budgeted for a $33,000 surplus, however, when the budget was done last year, 
we did not know what the internet sales tax would bring.  Also, we did not know what effect COVID would 
have on our revenues.     
 
The middle column is the Public Utilities Water Fund.  This is strictly operating.  It started at a $925,552.00 
balance, it is now running at $329,966.00 in surplus.  It is projected to have an operating Working Fund Balance 
as of 12/31/2021 of $1,255,518.00.  The revenues are at 68% and actual expenditures are at 64%.   
 
The last column is the Public Utilities Sewer Fund. It started at $168,621.00 and is now running at a 
$174,080.00 deficit.  Revenues are about $37,000.00 under where they should be and expenditures are 
$129,000.00 over.  Revenues are not keeping up with what it takes to maintain this fund.   
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Next is the 5-year projection.  Going across, from an 8.6 million dollar fund balance at the end of this year to 
a 12.9 million dollar fund balance at 4/30/26.   
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On the 1% State Sales Tax, the City is at 23.4% over actual from last year and 32% over on the budget.  The 
dollar amount is $775,290.06 more than last year at this time and $991,931.85 over on the budget.   
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Looking at the 1% Home Rule Tax, the City is at 25.2% over last year, which is $545,844.12 and 39.7% over 
budget, which is $769,248.67.   
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The City’s local government share of the State Income Tax is 17.4% over last year at this time, and 38.4% over 
budget. 
 

 
 
Finance Director Tate stated that right now the City is running at about 7 months of reserve, the target is 6 
months, so the City is over our targeted amount. 
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City Manager Bechtel stated there are some big expenses coming up, including the balance needed for the 
Police Department and funds needed for the renovation and repairs at the Municipal West Building.  Also, the 
City would like to purchase more property and build a building for the Public Works Department in the future.  
The City would have the money to do that in the next few years and still maintain 6 months of reserve. 
 
Looking into the future, in 15 years or so, the City will need to replace water meters.  Since that fund is doing 
well, City Manager Bechtel suggests we start a sinking fund, setting aside a couple hundred thousand dollars 
per year.  The City would have money in 15 years to purchase those without borrowing the money.  It could 
be set up in the budget. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
At 3:25 p.m., Mayor Pro Tem requested an Executive Session under 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (5) – The purchase 
or lease of real property for the use of the public body.   
 
Council Member Joe Gliosci motioned to go into Executive Session under 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(5) – The 
purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body.  Seconded by Council Member Mike 
Young.  Yeas: Botch, Gliosci, Moore, and Young.  Absent: Lewis 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
At 3:37 p.m., Mayor Pro Tem Donte Moore reconvened the City Council Special Meeting. 
 
Roll call showed present: Council Member Ray Botch, Council Member Joe Gliosci, Council Member 
Donte Moore, and Council Member Mike Young.  Absent: Mayor John Lewis.     
 
Council Member Mike Young motioned to adjourn.  Seconded by Council Member Joe Gliosci.  Yeas:  Botch, 
Gliosci, Moore, and Young.  Absent: Lewis.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:38 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Becky Barbour  
Deputy City Clerk 


