
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

City of Mt. Vernon, Illinois 
Regular City Council Meeting 
Monday, December 5, 2016 

7:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 
The Mt. Vernon City Council held a Regular City Council Meeting on Monday, December 5, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. at the Rolland 
W. Lewis Community Building, Veterans Park, 800 South 27th Street, Mt. Vernon, IL. 
 
Mayor Mary Jane Chesley called the meeting to order.   
 
The Invocation was given by Rev. Brad Henson of the Jefferson County Ministerial Association. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

 
ROLL CALL 

 
Roll call showed present: Council Members Jeff May, Dennis McEnaney, Donte Moore, Todd Piper and Mayor Mary Jane 
Chesley.   
 

 
PRESENTATION OF JOURNALS 

 
The Journal for the November 21, 2016 Regular City Council Meeting was presented to Council for any additions, deletions 
or corrections. Council Member May made a motion to approve the Journals as presented.  Seconded by Council Member 
McEnaney.  Yeas:  May, Moore, McEnaney, Piper and Chesley.   
 
 

VISITORS/CITIZENS REQUESTS/ADDRESSES FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 
John Lewis appeared to ask the City Council to postpone or not pass the proposed Armory improvement project and 
inquired about the revised business plan. 
 
Leo Miller representing U-Store, a self-storage facility located at 1111 Veterans Memorial Drive, requested that the City’s 
Ordinance be changed to allow living quarters on the premises for security purposes after closing hours.   
 
Bernie Dickneite noted he was on the Park Board when the City applied for the grant to renovate the Armory.  He inquired 
as to when the grant expires – 2018.  He encouraged Council to go forward with the Armory project. 
 
Larry Goss thanked the City for the opportunity to bid on the City’s Commercial Insurance.   
 
Ray Botch shared his concerns about the Construction Management Contract with Poettker Construction and additional 
costs for the Armory project.     
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Dana Barnum expressed her desire to see the Armory Project move forward contributing to the growth of downtown Mt. 
Vernon.     
 
 

APPROVAL OF CONSOLIDATED VOUCHERS FOR ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
 
The Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts Payable were presented to Council for approval.  City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel 
clarified the following items:  #1 Baxmeyer Construction - $643,337.88 – Construction of North 27th Street ($366,142.17) 
Perkins Avenue Construction ($277,195.71).  Brad Ruble, City Engineers, noted that phase 1 is completed on North 27 th 
Street.  #2 Cenpro Services - $54,880.00 – Asbestos and mold remediation for City Hall basement and #5 Environmental 
Consultants - $16,780.25 – project oversight and air samples for City Hall basement project.  Asbestos and mold have been 
remediated and the basement is clear.  The next step is to address the standing water.  #19 Rollie Excavating - $16,828.50 
– 12th and Harrison Sidewalk/Curb project.  The project was paid by funds from the Special Service Area district.  #14 KFVS 
- $4,836.50 – Fall Fest, Balloons over Mt. Vernon and Meritage Fest commercials.  #17 Paxton Media - $4,003.50 – Fall Fest, 
Heritage Fest and Balloons over Mt. Vernon commercials.  #21 SMH Solutions 0 $1,596.89 – placement and planning 
advertisements for Balloons over Mt. Vernon, Fall Fest and Heritage Fest.  #24 WSIL Television - $1,755.25 – Fall Fest and 
Meritage Fest advertising.  Angela Schrum, Tourism Director, distributed spreadsheets detailing the profit and loss of each 
of these events along with the Mt. Vernon Festivals, Inc. organization.   

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mt. Vernon Festivals, 
Inc.   

  Income  Expense  

All  Liquor Liscense   500  

All  Taxes * Fees   316  

All  Insurance   2721  

All  Liqour Insurance   1625  

All  Directors & Officers Insurance  744  

   5906  

 

Mt. Vernon 

Festivals, Inc.  

Friday's Food 

& Art 2016   

  Income  Expense   

FFA  Beer/Wine/Soda/Water  2777.96    

FFA  Vendor Fees  170    

FFA  Continental Sponsorship  6000    

FFA  Inflatables   2025   

FFA  Entertainment   2400   

FFA  Roundhouse Wine   243.6   

FFA  Venegoni   2136.18   

     

  8947.96  6804.78  2143.18  
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Council Member Piper made a motion to approve the Consolidated Vouchers for Accounts Payable in the amount of 
$1,504,197.378.  Seconded by Council Member Moore.  Yeas: May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.  

Mt. Vernon Festivals, 

Inc.  

Market Days 2016   
  Income  Expense   

Market Days  Bag Stuffers  50    

Market Days  Vendor Fees  4734    

Market Days  Soda/Water Sales  565.4    

Market Days  Continental Sponsorship  1000    

Market Days  Inflatables   325   

Market Days  Entertainment   400   

Market Days  Laser Tag   1500   

Market Days  Pepsi   182.25   

Market Days  Advertising   180.48   

  6349.4  2587.73  3761.67  

 

Mt. Vernon Festivals, lne.  

Fall Fest  
 

  Income  Expense   

Fall Fest  Parade Entries  775    

Fall Fest  Soda/Water  675.46    

Fall Fest  Sponsor Fees  30299.78    

Fall Fest  PawFest Raffle  88    

Fall Fest  Drew Baldridge T-Shirts  2400    

Fall Fest  Vendor Fees  3920    

Fall Fest  Beer/Wine  8616.96    

Fall Fest  Laser Tag   1000   

Fall Fest  Pepsi   943.08   

Fall Fest  Advertising   608   

Fall Fest  Drew Baldridge T-Shirts   2400   

Fall Fest  Paw Fest Raffle Permit   20   

Fall Fest  Special Event Liquor Liscense  250   

Fall Fest  Mise. (Food, Stage Hands, Straw, etc)  4079.7   

Fall Fest  Marching Band Competition   4100   

Fall Fest  Port a Potties   1680   

Fall Fest  Ice   453   

Fall Fest  Parade Trophy's   30   

Fall Fest  Stage   9000   

Fall Fest  lnflatables   8600   

Fall Fest  Entertainment   24050   

Fall Fest  Chamber for Beer Tent   1619.94   

Fall Fest  Cruise In   2475.98   

  46775.2  61309.7  -14534.5  
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BIDS & QUOTES 
 
City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel presented for Council’s consideration Bid Results for Commercial and Workers’ Comp 
Insurance.  The City has been with the Illinois Municipal League (IML) for many years.  To reduce costs Commercial 
Insurance quotes were sought. Four bids were received:  IML’s premium is $1,422,535.00 for the coming year with 
$902,101.00 attributed to workers’ comp; Illinois County Risk Management Trust (ICRMT) - $931,641.00 with $628,002.00 
for workers’ comp; Allied Public Risk - $988,012.00 with $640,477.00 for workers’ comp; and Larry Goss Insurance - 
$640,477.00 for workers comp only.   Bechtel stated that service from IML has been excellent with the City maintaining an 
outstanding relationship with them.  However, reducing costs is a priority. She recommended that the City accept the 
lowest bid in the amount of $931,641.00 from ICRMT.  Changes include a local independent agent and a $1,000.00 
deductible.         
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Council Member May made a motion to approve the bid submitted by Illinois County Risk Management Trust in the 
amount of $931,641.00.  Seconded by Council Member Moore.  Yeas:  May, McEnaney, Moore and Chesley.  Abstain:   
Piper.   
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Bechtel presented for Council’s consideration the Results of Quotes for Bank Loan related to Weedy Acres LLC Tax 
Increment Finance Project – Phoenix Elevator.  Phoenix Elevator is in the new Industrial Park and pursuant to their 
agreement with the City, they are entitled to Tax Increment Financing funds (TIF).  However, there are no funds in the TIF 
fund.  Bechtel proposes to finance eligible costs in the Industrial Park Conservation Area TIF for Weedy Acres LLC in the 
amount of $461,000.00.  Merle Hollmann, Finance Director, presented the results of the quotes.  Bechtel and Hollmann 
recommend the City accept the low quote from First Mid-Illinois Bank & Trust at a rate of 2.780%.   

Council Member McEnaney made a motion to approve the quote submitted by First Mid-Illinois Bank & Trust with a 
2.780% interest rate.  Seconded by Council Member May.  Yeas:  May, McEnaney, Moore and Chesley.  Abstain:   Piper 
 
Bechtel presented for Council consideration the results of Quotes for Bank Loan related to IMRF Early Retirement Incentive 
Payroll.  In 2015 the City offered an early retirement incentive program to employees.  Ten employees retired and only four 
employees were replaced at that time.  The City’s share of the early retirement incentive program is $1,120,000.00.  Bechtel 
and Hollmann recommend the City accept the low quote from Mid Country Bank at the rate of 3.75% 



Regular City Council Meeting 
Monday, December 5, 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 

Council Member Piper made a motion to approve the quote submitted by Mid Country Bank at an interest rate of 3.75%.   
Seconded by Council Member McEnaney.  Yeas:  May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.   
 
 

CITY MANAGER 
 

City Engineer Brad Ruble presented the Capital Projects Report for December. 
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Nathan McKenna, Assistant to the City Manager, presented the project status report: 

 
CITY ATTORNEY 

 
City Attorney David Leggans presented for Council’s consideration a First Reading of an Ordinance Annexing property at 
11741 E. Richview Road.  Petitioning parties are Todd and Allyson Heitmeyer.  New homes are being built on the property 
and they want City water and sewer service.  FIRST READ ONLY.   
 
City Attorney Leggans presented for Council’s consideration a First Reading of an Ordinance Authorizing Tax Levy. Bechtel 
noted that the total Levy is $2,765,366.00 representing a 3.99% increase over last year.   

 
FIRST READ ONLY.  
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City Attorney Leggans presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Approving an Agreement with Poettker 
Construction for Construction Management of the Armory Project.  An updated business plan completed.  If the building is 
renovated with no program activity, the cost to maintain the building will cost about $60,000.00 annually.  With the 
programming that has been suggested it can sustain itself and beneficial for the community.  The shooting range in the 
basement of the Armory was removed by the Illinois National Guard before the building was given to the City.  There is 
evidence of lead-based paint to be removed from the building.  The business plan includes an arrangement for sharing 
employees from Tourism, Parks, and Downtown Mt. Vernon Development Corporation.  The YMCA has agreed to assist the 
City in programming and recreation for the facility.   
 
Poettker Construction submitted a proposal for the anticipated renovation of the former Illinois National Guard building 
(the old Amory) into a multi-use community recreation facility.  They would provide their expertise as it relates to 
construction budgeting, planning and phasing of work, bid solicitation and administration, quality control, constructability 
review, safety administration, and overall construction management throughout the project.  For these services Poettker 
will charge a four and three-tenths percent (4.3%) fee of the total cost of the project (approximately $117,200.00).  If the 
City decides not to go forward with the project, the City is required to Pay Poettker Construction for CADD services of 
$9,200.00 and $22,000.00 for Preconstruction Services for a total of $31,200.00.   

Mike Corriveau, the Executive Director/CEO of the YMCA of Jefferson County, appeared to answer questions about their 

involvement in the Armory project.  He said the YMCA is excited to have a recreation facility of this kind in the City because 

there is no other in this community.  He urged the Council to make the building as energy efficient as possible to save 

money in years to come. He believes this is a huge opportunity for Mt. Vernon.  There are many other organizations that 

have shown interest in utilizing the Armory.     

Council Member May made a motion to approve the Resolution Approving an Agreement with Poettker Construction 
for Construction Management of the Armory Project.  Seconded by Council Member Moore.  Yeas:  May, McEnaney, 
Moore, Piper and Chesley.  
 
City Attorney Leggans presented for Council’s consideration a Resolution Approving an Agreement with Heneghan and 
Associates, P.C. for Bennett Metal Water Main Extension Project.  Bennett Metal is considering a $2 million expansion at their 
facility on Rackaway Street.  The City building codes and Bennett Metal’s insurance carrier specifications for a sprinkler system and fire 
suppression, it is necessary for a larger water line to be installed for the business.  The total pro ject will cost approximately $142,874.00 
with design, engineering and construction.  The project consists of extending approximately 1,050 feet of either an 8-inch or 10-inch water 
main for Bennett Metals, which is anticipated to be funded utilizing City Funds using 2012 bonds.  The proposed scope of work and 
breakdown of associated fees for the requested services for this project are listed below.   
HA Basic Services:  
 Topographical Survey (fixed-fee)         $ 5,100.00  
 Design Engineering, Plans/Specifications, IEPA Permitting (fixed-fee)      $16,500.00  
  Bidding and Construction Administration (estimated time-and-material)                       $18,000.00  
HA Additional Services:  
Construction Observation/Resident Project Representative (estimated time-and-material)    $ 2,000.00 
Construction Staking (estimated time-and-material)        $ 2,200.00 
Rail Road Permitting (estimated time-and-material        $ 3,200.00 
 Estimated Total for all HA Services                       $47,000.00  
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to approve the Resolution Approving an Agreement with Heneghan and 
Associates, P.C. for Bennett Metal Water Main Extension Project.  Seconded by Council Member May.  Yeas:  May, 
McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.  
 

MAYOR 
 
Mayor Chesley advised that Kroger’s requested a liquor license for their grocery store.  Seven or eight different sections of 
the present Liquor Ordinance must be amended if they are granted a liquor license.  She requested that a City Council 
workshop be scheduled with representatives from Kroger to discuss the matter.  It was suggested that a Council workshop 
be held this Monday, December 12, if Kroger representatives are available to attend.   
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CITY COUNCIL 
 

No business was shared by City Council.   
 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

No Executive Session was held. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded by Council Member Moore.  Yeas: May, McEnaney, Moore, 
Piper and Chesley.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
      
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Jerilee Hopkins 
      City Clerk 


