
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CITY OF MT. VERNON, ILLINOIS 

CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP MEETING 

Thursday, April 21, 2016 

 

The Mt. Vernon City Council met in a Workshop Meeting on Thursday, April 21, 2016 at 4:00 p.m. at City Hall, 1100 Main 
Street, Council Chamber Room, 2nd Floor, Mt. Vernon, IL.   

 
         CALL TO ORDER 

 
Mayor Mary Jane Chesley called the meeting to order.  Roll call showed present: Council Members Jeff May, Dennis 
McEnaney, Donte Moore, Todd Piper and Mayor Mary Jane Chesley.     
 
Also present were City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel, Finance Director Merle Hollmann and Nathan McKenna.   
 

  VISITORS/CITIZEN REQUEST/ADDRESSES FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 
No visitors spoke at the meeting.   

 
FISCAL YEAR 2016-2017 PRELIMINARY BUDGET REVIEW 

 
City Manager Bechtel and Director of Finance Merle Hollmann presented the following spreadsheets:   
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Bechtel stated that health insurance claims which rose 42% (approximately $1 million) sharply drove up the City’s 
insurance costs and have been an unanticipated challenge this fiscal year.   
 
An analysis of the revenues over the past four years shows an annual increase of 1.2% so that FY 2016-2017 projected 
revenues are at $14,787,730.  The following are budget cuts which have been implemented to balance the FY 2016-
2017 budget with the biggest change being in the Salary & Fringes category.  The City’s workforce has been reduced by 
six full-time positions and the over-time pay has been reduced by $561,609.  In 2015 the City offered employees an 
early retirement incentive program and some employees were not replaced in Public Works, Public Utilities, Fleet 
Services, Parks and Police Departments. In addition, the estimated proceeds from the sale of surplus 
equipment/vehicles is $174,488, leaving a working fund balance of $3,507,600.   
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Hollmann indicated there is a miscalculation under the FY 2016-2017 Estimated Operating Revenue (Expenditures) 
Working Fund Balance Required by Financial Policy.  The correct amount should be approximately $590,000 rather than 

$214,371 as indicated.   
 
 
          WATER MAIN BREAKS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bechtel is proposing a 4% increase in water and sewer rates for FY 2016-2017, representing an additional $3.84 per 
month on a 6,000-gallon water bill.    
 
 
 
 

 2013  2014  2015  2016 

JANUARY  41  27  15  24  

FEBUARY  6  14  6  6  

MARCH  7  6  6  6  

APRIL  6  13  3   

MAY  15  7  12   

JUNE  15  18  18   

JULY  9  11  24   

AUGUST  14  9  12   

SEPTEMBER  25   24   

OCTOBER  24  4  9   

NOVEMBER  15  6  13   

DECEMBER  13  5  6   

     

YEARLY TOTAL 190 120 148  
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Bechtel proposes a customer rate increase to $19.00 (from $16.50) per month or a 15% increase.  The rate of $16.50 is 
not enough to cover the cost of the three-year contract which expires April 20, 2017.  The City provides the following 
trash removal services:  weekly trash removal; bi-weekly recycling; weekly yard waste removal; and weekly call for bulk 
pickup on Friday. 
 
It was suggested that a listing of trash removal services be placed on the back of the monthly water bills to better inform 
the public of the amenities provided.   
 
 

 
 

TRASH REMOVAL 
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2016-2017 ANNUAL MFT MAINTENANCE 
 
Director Matt Fauss provided two maps – one containing the 2016 annual street maintenance program and the other 
containing a summary of 2”-3” asphalt overlays from 1996 to 2016.   
 
LOCATION:  Various City-Wide 
PURPOSE:  Provide routine maintenance to City streets. 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Purchase patching materials as needed and apply to damaged pavement areas utilizing the Porta-
Patcher machine, Seal coat (oil and chip) selected roadways to prolong pavement life by inhibiting moisture intrusion 
into the base. Asphalt selected roadways w/2" of asphalt overlay & primer oil.  
 
SCOPE: City maintenance staff will apply patching materials, seal coats & asphalt overlays. Stockpiled aggregate 
materials will be utilized by City staff as needed.  
 
JUSTIFICATION:  Routine maintenance of City streets is needed to extend pavement life and improve the riding quality 
& safety.  
 

SPENDING:  Asphalt & Primer  $  159,425  

 Seal Coating (oil/chip)  $  33,000  

 Porta-Patcher - CA 16 rock  $  5,925  

 Porta-Patcher - Oil  $  20,000  

 Labor & Equipment  $  122,473  

 TOTAL MFT SPENDING  $  341,823  

 
 
SPECIAL NOTES:  

Seal Coating Costs  

51% rise in rock material costs over the last 9 years (ie $14.95/ton to $22.60/ton)  

185% rise in oil material costs over the last 9 years (ie $0.90/gal to $2.57/gal)  

Asphalt Costs  

119% rise in Asphalt mix material costs over the last 10 years (ie $32.35/ton to $71.00/ton)  

116% rise in Asphalt oil material costs over the last 10 years (ie $1.74/gal to $3.75/gal)  

Historical Cost Summary of Street Repair Materials can be provided upon request  
 
LIST OF CITY STREETS TO BE SEAL COATED (OIL & CHIP)  
(Detailed list with costs can be provided)  

Length        Width   

Alley  Girls softball field alley  400 8 

Sparrow Lane  Part in city limits south of vel. doctor  1000 18 

13th Street  Bville road to Bethel Road  2042 18 

Adams Ct.  The loop       600 18 

South Last  Shawnee to North Last  1000 16 

Conger Ave.  18th to 26th Street  2900 18 

Conger Ave.  10th Street to Welkins  1550  23  

Indian Trail  City part  800  18  

7th Street Conger to Perkins  394  20  

6th Street  Harrison to Barton  1000  20  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIST OF CITY STREETS TO HAVE ASPHALT 
OVERLAYS:  
(Detailed list w/ costs can be provided)  

Lime Ave. from Jamison to Cherry Dr.  
Wren from Jay Dr. to Piccadilly  
College St. from 19th to 15th   
Shiloh Drive from RR tracks to Savannah  
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STORMSEWER PROJECTS 
 

Bethel Road Stormsewer Project - The intersection of Bethel Road and Brownsville Road has very poor drainage and 
commonly floods during heavy rains. Culverts in the area are either undersized or improperly installed. I recommend 
installing a large diameter stormsewer from an existing ditch behind the Dodds Township Bldg to the intersection of 
Brownsville Road and Bethel Road. From this storm pipe we will branch to the different legs of this intersection and 
terminate the piping project. The storm pipe will greatly alleviate drainage issues in this area and also serve as a pipe 
system that can be connected to in the future to further improve drainage and the quality of right-of-way in this  
vicinity. I have discussed this project with Dodds Township and obtained an easement across the rear of their property. 
Pipe will mainly consist of 36" and 24" diameter polyethylene pipe. Total pipe footage is approximately 600 feet. 
Estimated material cost = $22,660.  
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2221 Cherry Street Detention Project- The City owns this lot. Formerly (up until last year), there was a house on this lot 
with a stormsewer existing beneath a corner of the house. This project consists of constructing a detention basin on 
this lot including a concrete gutter along the length of basin to carry the low-flows. This will allow for ease of 
maintenance of the basin as our tractors should be able to enter the basin to mow & remove silt build-up. This basin 
will alleviate some flooding that occurs downstream on Logan Street as well as hopefully alleviate some of the 
stormwater infiltration into the sanitary sewer system in the area. In heavy rains, the sanitary department is called to 
pump from one of the sanitary manholes located on Logan Street. The proposed detention basin will create additional  
stormwater capacity thereby eliminating some of these concerns. Estimated material cost = $8,210.  
 

 

 
REMAINING BUDGET SUMMARIES 
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Grant administered by 
Crosswalk of West Frankfort 
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Revolving Loan funds may be used for economic development with stipulations.  Bechtel is researching the use of these 
funds for infrastructure.   
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1% f & b tax; $.02 gal diesel fuel tax; 
1% telecommunication tax 
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This TIF has been eliminated 
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A special City Council meeting will be held on Friday, April 29, 2016 in order to consider the following:  adoption of 
Ordinance approving FY 2016-2017 budget and adoption of Ordinance regarding water, sewer and trash rates.   
 
This proposed budget will be available in the City Clerk’s Office for public viewing.   
 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
City Manager Bechtel requested an Executive Session pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(2) collective bargaining.  Council 
Member McEnaney made a motion to adjourn to Executive Session pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(2) collective 
bargaining.  Seconded by Council Member Moore.  Yeas:  May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.   
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Moore.  Yeas:  May, 
McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.          
 
The Workshop Meeting adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jerilee Hopkins 
City Clerk 
 

 
 
 
 


