
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CITY OF MT. VERNON, ILLINOIS 

CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP MEETING 

Monday, June 13, 2016 

 

The Mt. Vernon City Council met in a Workshop Meeting on Monday, June 13, 2016 at 4:00 p.m. at City Hall, 1100 Main 
Street, Council Chamber Room, 2nd Floor, Mt. Vernon, IL.   

 
         CALL TO ORDER 

 
Mayor Mary Jane Chesley called the meeting to order.  Roll call showed present: Council Members Jeff May, Dennis 
McEnaney, Donte Moore, Todd Piper and Mayor Mary Jane Chesley.     
 
Also present were City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel, Finance Director Merle Hollmann and Nathan McKenna.   
 
 

  VISITORS/CITIZEN REQUEST/ADDRESSES FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 
No visitors spoke at the meeting.   
 

 
PRESENTATION ON STATUS OF THE WATER AND SEWER SYSTEMS 

 
City Manager Bechtel stated that she’s been compiling the information for this presentation since last June.  Director of 
Public Jeff Wielt and Assistant Director Jonathan Younger attended the meeting and assisted the City Manager in 
compiling the information to be shared today.  Matt Fauss, Director of Public Works, Merle Hollmann, Director of 
Finance and Nathan McKenna, Assistant to the City Manager, have all been very helpful.  This report is a snapshot of 
the status of the water and sewer systems at this time with the information available at this time.  Engineers, 
consultants, Rend Lake Conservancy District and other communities provided input.  The water quality is good and the 
sewer treatment plant is in good condition and operational.  The intent of sharing this information is to compile a long-
term strategy for maintenance, repair and replacing the water and sewer systems as well as identifying funding sources.     
 

PUBLIC UTILITY REPORT 
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City Manager Bechtel recommended an electronic water modeling study, at a cost of approximately 
$10,000.00, be conducted to determine the impact of a breach of a major water line.   
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The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency and an outside consultant inspected all of the water storage 
tanks.   
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The Public Utilities Department operates and maintains approximately 184.4 miles of water mains.  Over 
one-half of those, 97.4 miles or 514,000 linear feet, are cast iron lines needing to be repaired (lined) or 
replaced.  It is estimated that acoustic monitoring to locate leaks in the water mains would cost 
approximately $160,000.00.    

 
The City has 6,793 active residential and commercial meters.  The Public Utilities Department has a 
replacement strategy in place by replacing 100-150 water meters annually.     
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It would take a full time “in-house” team using the jet truck to test, clean, video and prioritize about 20% of 
the sanitary sewer system per year.  To contract out the work would cost approximately $1.9 million or 
$4.25-$4.50 per linear foot.   
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Restaurants are urged to properly maintain their grease traps to prevent excessive grease from entering the 
lift stations.    
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The sewer treatment plant was last updated in 1988.  The City has a contract with EMC/American Contract 
Services for management of the plant.  A de-watering system was installed in 2008.  The centrifuge needs to 
be updated at a cost of $51,000.00 which comes from the maintenance fund account for this purpose.  
Bechtel recommended that an Engineering Study be conducted to determine the remaining life of the sewer 
treatment plan.  The City pays $13,000.00 into a maintenance fund every month, along with the contract 
amount, for repairs and maintenance.  Inflow and infiltration are major issues in managing the sanitary sewer 
system.   

 
 The purchase of a video camera and leak detection equipment are priorities.    
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
No Executive Session was held.   
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Council Member McEnaney made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Moore.  Yeas:  
May, McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.          
 
The Workshop Meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jerilee Hopkins 
City Clerk 


