
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

CITY OF MT. VERNON, ILLINOIS 

CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP MEETING 

Monday, July 25, 2016 

 

The Mt. Vernon City Council met in a Workshop Meeting on Monday, July 25, 2016 at 4:00 p.m. at City Hall, 1100 Main 
Street, Council Chamber Room, 2nd Floor, Mt. Vernon, IL.   

 
 
         CALL TO ORDER 

 
Mayor Mary Jane Chesley called the meeting to order.  Roll call showed present: Council Members Dennis McEnaney, 
Donte Moore, Todd Piper and Mayor Mary Jane Chesley.    Absent:  Council Member Jeff May.  Also present were City 
Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel, Nathan McKenna and Jerilee Hopkins.   
 
 

  VISITORS/CITIZEN REQUEST/ADDRESSES FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 
No one addressed City Council.   

 
 

PRIORITIZATION OF PROJECTS FOR THE 2012 BOND PROCEEDS 
 
Mayor Chesley reminded everyone that the Comprehensive Plan was first developed by residents and City personnel in 
2008 and 2009 and underwent a review in 2014.  The Comprehensive Plan is the chief tool to enable the management 
of growth and the delivery of public services in a timely and efficient manner.  The following areas of interest were 
highlighted in the plan — Quality of Life, Economic Development, Land Use, Infrastructure and Financial Strategies.  
Goals, objectives, and projects were listed and prioritized.   
 
City Manager Mary Ellen Bechtel emphasized that the needs, wants and desires for the City are always changing so the 
proposed prioritization of projects may be relevant today but not tomorrow.         
 
Out of the 2010 and 2012 bond proceeds, approximately $13 million has been spent on water and sewer utility 
improvements.  There is about $6.1 million remaining to be allocated to various projects.  Bechtel reminded Council 
that the bond proceeds must be spent before December 31, 2017.   
 
Bechtel revealed the city has the option to use all its revolving loan funding, about $1.3 million, to improve the water 
and sewer system. However, to qualify, a project must be in an area that serves 51 percent low to moderate income 
residents.  There are also low interest loan programs available for water-sewer projects through the Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA). 
 
Several council members were hesitant to designate money for priority projects until a revenue stream is firmly 
established for water and sewer improvements. The council previously indicated it favors a plan to implement a meter 
fee and rate increase to help fund water-sewer repairs. 
 
Council Member Jeff May joined the meeting at 4:38 p.m. 
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CITY MANAGER’S PROPOSAL 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Proposed Armory Project Budget 
 
 
To date, the City has spent $614,000 on 
the Armory.  This amount does not include 
grant money.  There has been no 
indication from the State about the 
previous grant application.  Mayor Chesley 
suggested that the Armory project could 
be phased in. 
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Improvements to City Hall are a priority, namely: HV/AC, mold, new roof, windows, front door, and west side entryway.   

Bechtel noted that residents purchase a boating license to use Jaycee Lake.  It seems appropriate to allow the annual 

boating fees ($2,500) to fund the proposed boat ramp replacement and parking area improvements.      

Council Member McEnaney shared additional projects he believes should be funded:  a turn lane on 27th Street; an east 

railroad overpass study update; overlays and sidewalk replacements; and tennis courts at Lincoln Park.   

Council Member May questioned why the Parks & Recreation budget did not include the Lincoln Park improvements —

announcers’ booth, scoreboards, bleachers for soccer and extended backstops.  Bechtel reminded Council that $1 

million was cut from this year’s budget so there is no extra money for these improvements.  Any improvements to 

Lincoln Park that require additional property will need approval by the Lincoln Park Foundation.   

The engineering work on the force main is 90-95% complete ($1.2 million project) and no engineering has been done 

on lift station 14 ($2 million project).  It was suggested that engineering be started on lift station 14. 

Council Member Piper shared additional items that should be added to the list of projects:  skate park; wheelchair 

accessible fishing pier at the L & N Reservoir; and Woodglen Acres neighborhood park.   

A small bridge on Ambassador Road is in need of repair in anticipation of the increased traffic due to the new high 

school.     

Bechtel suggested that Council Members send her a prioritized list of projects.  She will compile another list for Council’s 

review.   

A Council Workshop Meeting will be held on Thursday, August 11, 2016 at 4:00 p.m. at City Hall. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
No Executive Session was held.   
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Council Member Piper made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Council Member May.  Yeas:  May, 
McEnaney, Moore, Piper and Chesley.          
 
The Workshop Meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jerilee Hopkins 
City Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


